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Note from Pastor Lori ~ 

Well, Hello My Little “Sheepies”! It seems like FOREVER since I have seen some of you! I miss you! I have 
been trying to stay in touch with you all in various forms – phone, text, social media, Marco-Polo, Video 
Prayers, some Email, Handwritten Notes (I sent out about 40 in the last couple weeks), and through this 
newsletter. Some of you have sent me notes, phone calls, social media, Marco-Poling etc. and I really 
appreciate that too! 

Yesterday (Sunday, May 3rd), I can honestly say was the first time since COVID-19 invaded our lives and 
“In-Person-Worship” that I woke up NOT wanting to preach – just being transparent and letting you know that 
this is hard for me too. The sound quality of recording in an empty sanctuary is just that “hollow”. And, although 
the recording still provides a much needed way for us to connect and worship, I too, wish we didn’t have to do 
it that way. I am researching ways to make “sound” better. I’m learning too. 

Things that I have learned – You are far more adaptable than I have given you credit for. Thank You for “going 
with it”. I guess, for one, because we don’t have a choice. I have always prided myself on being “adaptable” 
too. Whenever I take those Spiritual Gift Inventory tests, adaptability is my second strength on the “Strength 
Finders” test. My first? “Connector”. I like to connect people and be connected. And even though I rank high on 
adaptability, I am finding it trying to be more adaptable than I bargained for these days. Yet, I’m learning. 

I have had a couple online meetings with DS Fred and other Clergy using some online “platforms”. I’m just 
getting ready to set up an online ZOOM meeting with our Licensed Local Pastor Mentor Group. All of this is 
relatively NEW for me too. 

Please find enclosed in this newsletter a great article with Bishop Ough’s directions for the coming 
month/months as far as worship. We will not be holding “In-Person” Worship through the end of May, and will 
be using that time to meet with some of our leaders to formulate some plans as to returning to worship. The 
article will provide some directions too. 

One thing is certain … we will continue online worship … probably using FaceBook LIVE even as we return to 
In Person worship. We will not be recording onto CD anymore. That is already obsolete, and the COVID-19 
gave us the “push” to video sermon. So, that will continue. With that said, I will be doing some research for us 
to do some updating on video equipment and an internet “boost” which we had talked about before all of this is 
installing an internet router back in the sound booth to provide a little extra internet strength. Something else I 
have learned …. Sunday morning is a HIGH traffic internet. Oftentimes, it takes me a good half-hour to get my 
recorded sermon uploaded to FaceBook, because every other church is  doing the same. Which for me means 
… I usually am at church by 7:30am to record, back home by 8:15am to begin 
uploading. 

We (through me) have gained many viewers online. Some might have a 
church, some might not, for many … I am their Pastor. This new “online 
community” is a church, and we/I need to continue to sustain (Pastor) it just as 
I would Balaton UMC. How does that look in terms of “membership”? I don’t 
know, remember this is all new … a scary time, a frustrating time, an emotional 



roller-coaster time – You bet! But, also an EXCITING time to be the “Church” because many … are “Getting 
some JESUS” through online. Many (non-Balaton UMCers) have financially contributed online and via check. 
It’s their “Church” and they appreciate it. Bishop Ough has directed us to continue to sustain and minister to 
this online audience. 

We have a fantastic Lay Leader! Did you know that? (smile). Sue has been working on getting each video 
sermon onto the website, as well as each worship packet uploaded. She and I “Marco-Polo” video frequently 
as a check-in. Thanks Sue! 

In Home Worship Packets my Saturdays have now become my busy day. Each week, I put together about 15 
In Home Worship packets for those who do not have internet or very limited internet. I run off the sermon, 
study questions, a hymn, prayers, and communion liturgy, Communion elements, word search puzzles and 
some goodies that usually go with the theme of the week, and deliver them all in the afternoon. It takes me 
most of the day, but I also get to see some of you, and social distance talk/pray. I wear a mask. 

Hospital Calls/Deaths – I have “Commended to God’s Eternal Care” both Darlene DeGroat and Bob Walters 
via phone and video because I can not be physically present in person. I have recorded video prayers for a 
couple emergency hospital calls where people have had surgery. FUNERALS – We still have the restrictions of 
10 people and online streaming. I don’t know when that will change. Sorry. 

HOSPICE CHAPLAIN – I am still attending bi-weekly Hospice Team Meetings in Slayton in person. Each time, 
I take my temperature upon entering the facility. I am not seeing patients in person. I am emailing with a few 
patients. 

J.A.M. – We celebrated via FaceBook LIVE this past week! It was fun! But 
exhausting! (smile)  Thanks to Denise and Bobbi jo for helping. Fun to see the 
videos too. I learned – we have to have our CCLI on the YouTube music, or 
FaceBook clicks it off. Which is why on the video, I am dancing to NO SOUND! 
Hilarious! Summer – Probably no parades or softball. But, I gave Denise the OK 
to have a few small groups of 10 together for “Rock Painting & Pizza”. We’ll have 
to do some small group stuff for a while. In terms of Fall? The School will be 
helpful as to guidance … but for now, we plan for both J.A.M. in a Large way, but 
also in a Small Group sort of way … simply because … we don’t know what Fall 
will look like at this point, ok? As your Pastor … I have to have us plan for both 

scenarios right now. Micki Towne has been working on some JAM Birthday Bags and Gifts to stop by each 
JAMers home with a “Thinking of You”. I plan to do something similar for our teenagers. 

CONFIRMATION – Those that were to be Confirmed this Spring, will now be Confirmed in October. I’m hoping 
the month of September will allow for me (and if the Lutherans have a Pastor) to work with this group of youth 
on their Video Faith Statements by then. I’m also wanting to connect with them this Summer – still processing 
all of that in how to do that. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE  is cancelled in person (Sioux Falls), and will now be a one day virtual (online) event 
in August. I am saddened too. I was looking forward to receiving my Scapular for COS Graduation. My Course 
of Study in person Graduation in Kansas City has also been postponed until Spring 2021. However, I am SO 
glad that I am DONE! And, don’t have to deal with doing all of that online. I will be doing some Board of 
Ordained Ministry work online too. 

Wednesdays – I will be continuing the Wednesday evening videos throughout the Summer, and a few 
Saturday evening video check-ins. I like doing them and you’re responding to them, so I’ll do them. 

My Mom Thank You! For your prayers over my Mom and Dad, and all of us while Mom was so sick and 
hospitalized. As of today, (Monday) she gets to go home! She has COPD and her heart was irregular so she 



was pretty sick. She’s not running any races, but she's back to being a little “sassy” which means she is feeling 
better. 

GRADUATION We’ll hang onto the blankets we give to our graduates and see what August brings. I’m praying 
we can give these to them in person, but IF we can’t … I have a plan for video blessing. 

Well, that is about enough from me! Whew!  I wanted you to know that I as your Pastor am still available (I’m 
around town most of the week) and working. It just looks “different”. People have said “Thank You” for being 
“present”. My guys are holding up. Happy to be able to get the crops in the field without fighting mud and 
flooding That, in itself, has proven to be a gift this year even as the farm economy “stinks”. We continue to pray 
for all. I make trips home to the farm frequently, and quick “social distancing” stops to see our Grandkids 
(although I haven’t held new baby Tate since the day he was born) and to see my Parents. I try to bring my 
Parents a few things so they don’t have to frequent “town” as much. I have been “Snail Mailing” the Grandkids 
goodies each week – color books etc. so they get some mail. We “Marco-Polo” video too. 

Keep checking in on one another. You’re doing GREAT! Stay in LOVE with God! Keep the Faith! While 
understanding that this “Up-Down” sort of emotions are all part of the deal.  Reach out … to me or each other. I 
have great Clergy and Non-Clergy friends checking up on me frequently. And, I nap … and go for walks. And, I 
watch movies. It all helps me “deal”. 

What I Have Learned? God Is Still Present. God Provides. 

In all kinds of ways. 

Praying with you and over you, in this season and always. 

Pastor Lori (PL) 
 

PL -  Take Two-More Info 
Linda Sharratt took a recent fall and is now in the Nursing Home in Jackson. She will be there 
6-8weeks. Please remember her in your prayers. If you would like to send a 
card, use this address: 
 
Linda Sharratt 
1508 North Hwy., Apt. 301 
Jackson, MN 56143 
Pastor Daryl Thul has been getting homesick. Please send cards and letters 
to this address: 
 
Ch (MAJ) Daryl Thul 
HHC 34 CAB 
APO AE 09378 
*If you are sending packages - use zip code = 09330 
 
From Pastor Lori:   Thank You to everyone who has remembered to continue to give an offering to our 
church during this time. If you haven't, please remember to support YOUR church and be reminded of your 
membership vows of:  by Your Prayers, Your Presence (online), Your Gifts (send offering to Peggy Tutt or give 
online), Your Service (remember to check in on each other), Your Witness (share the link to online sermons 
and be supportive!) We are still OPEN for Church - Lights, Internet, etc. ... and Worship just happens a 
different way, and probably will for awhile. Please continue to give.  
 
Thank You - PL 



Guidance for returning  
to in-person worship  

 
 

April 29, 2020 

 Springfield UMC in the Southern Prairie District 
 Photo courtesy of Rev. Dr. Fred Vanderwerf. 
 

By: Christa Meland 

When are we going to be able to worship together again? That’s a question weighing heavily on the minds of 
both clergy and church members—and unfortunately, there’s no simple answer. Given the current state and 
federal health agency recommendations, the number of cases of COVID-19, and the severity of the illness for 
a portion of the population, it’s clear we’re not going to be able to simply resume the types of gatherings we 
had in February. 
  
The question we need to shift our attention to asking isn’t about when to re-open our churches and resume 
gathering but how to do it. In order to keep people healthy and safe, recovering from the pandemic is going to 
need to be a marathon, not a sprint. In other words, returning to church will need to happen in phases. The 
Minnesota Department of Health has said that restrictions will be lifted gradually, so initially, after Governor Tim 
Walz’s “Stay at Home” executive order is lifted, it’s likely to be small groups of 10 or fewer that will be able to 
safely gather. Over time, that number will likely increase in the reverse of how it decreased—so 10 perhaps 
becomes 50, then 100, then 250, as the situation in Minnesota improves. 
  
“As I have said before, I believe those of us in the faith community should be the first responders when it 
comes to the spiritual, physical, and mental health of all of God’s people,” said Bishop Bruce R. Ough. 
“Therefore, I am asking every Minnesota congregation to continue to suspend in-person worship 
through May 30 and to spend that time carefully and prayerfully developing a plan for how to return to 
in-person worship in a gradual manner while continuing to strictly adhere to federal and state 
recommendations. As we continue to navigate this challenging season, let us remember that God is with us.” 
 

Creating a plan for your church 
Although it is imperative that we continue to take our cues from the Governor’s 
Office, the Minnesota Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, spend the month of May working with your leadership team to 
consider how you might safely offer small group, in-person worship experiences 
as state guidelines allow it. Consider the following questions as you create a 
written plan: 
● How will you continue to offer online worship and small group 
experiences for those who are not able or do not feel comfortable meeting 
in-person? It is clear that we will not soon be able to return to the size and scope of in-person gatherings we 
led earlier this year. At the same time, it has become evident that a tremendous amount of creativity and 
innovation has been unleashed in this season of quarantine, which has enabled us to connect with new people 
in new ways. In order to continue to minister to all current members and reach new people, how can our new 
normal blend both virtual and in-person experiences? We encourage you to begin your plan by considering 
how to offer virtual worship and small groups on an ongoing basis. 
● What would it look like to offer multiple small group, in-person worship experiences 
rather than one or two large gatherings? Where could smaller gatherings be held and how will you ensure 



social distancing of at least six feet between each family unit? Who could help lead smaller gatherings? If you 
have a large church, it might not be feasible for your pastor(s) to lead each one. What times could these 
gatherings be offered to enable broad participation? If you’re meeting in the sanctuary, consider having one 
family unit per pew and cordoning off every other pew to allow for proper distancing. If you have a smaller 
sanctuary, consider meeting outdoors. 
● How will you make the gradual transition to larger in-person gatherings? We urge you to 
expand the number of people gathered in accordance with Minnesota Department of Health guidelines, and 
increase the number gradually. Even when it’s safe for small groups to gather, encourage those over 60 and 
with underlying health conditions to continue to connect virtually until health agencies indicate it is safe for 
them to participate in-person. 
● How will you thoroughly clean and disinfect surfaces between each gathering? Be sure to 
sanitize every surface in common areas before and after each group meets. 
● How will you handle greetings and passing the peace 
without person-to-person contact? Use no-touch alternatives like a friendly 
wave, a slight bow of the head, or crossing your arms over your heart. 
● How you will collect the offering without person-to-person 
contact? Consider having one or more baskets around the sanctuary that 
people could simply place their offering into during worship. 
● How can you minimize the number of items that need to be 
touched or distributed, and ensure anything that requires a direct touch point is done in a safe 
manner? Consider using screens or bulletins (one-time use only) rather than Bibles, hymnals, or other worship 
books to avoid having multiple people touch surfaces that could carry the virus. 
● How will you offer communion in a safe manner? Consider alternatives to in-person 
communion—like offering it online only given that touching or removing face masks contaminates them. If you 
do in-person communion, have each person pick up a set of pre-packaged elements as they enter and remain 
socially distanced in their seats as they take communion. 
● How could you provide music safely? As difficult as this is to think about, consider not 
singing when gathered. Singing has been known to spread droplets/aerosols that carry the virus a substantial 
distance and keep them suspended in the air, and a cloth mask is unlikely to be adequate protection. Instead, 
think about playing pre-recorded music and asking those gathered simply to 
listen or to hum along. 
● How will you handle fellowship time? Consider creating 
opportunities for fellowship time online instead of before or after worship. For 
everyone’s safety, think about encouraging people to leave the building as 
soon as worship concludes. 
● Which additional precautions will you take? Consider 
having each person wear a cloth face mask in accordance with health agency 
recommendations for those gathered in public spaces. Your church could make and offer these to those who 
don’t have one. Verbally and with signs posted on entries, tell people what the symptoms of coronavirus 
are—and advise those who aren’t feeling well or are exhibiting any symptoms to stay home. Also consider 
eliminating or limiting volunteer-based nursery care when you first begin in-person gatherings given that social 
distancing guidelines likely couldn’t be followed in a nursery with young children. 
● How will you direct the flow of traffic in your church to ensure everyone’s safety? 
Consider having people come in through one entrance and exit through a different entrance, one family unit at 
a time, so as to avoid unintentionally disrupting social distancing guidelines—and think about propping open 
the entry and exit doors to eliminate the need for people to touch door handles. 



If you have questions about how to develop an adequate plan for your church and your context, feel free to 
contact your district superintendent for guidance.  

Other recommendations 
We offer considerations for other ways you can keep your congregation safe now 
and as we head into the summer: 

● Funerals: If a family decides to have a funeral service 
immediately, limit attendees to the same number gathering for 
worship at that time; encourage families to have funeral services 
outdoors so people can more easily adhere to social distancing 
guidelines. Live stream funerals whenever possible to allow greater 
participation. 

● Vacation Bible School: We strongly advise against having 
in-person Vacation Bible School (VBS) as children can be 
asymptomatic carriers of the virus. Instead of VBS, consider offering 
a virtual gathering for children that includes some type of lesson and 
activity and/or providing backyard VBS kits for families to use at home. 

● Mission trips: We strongly recommend against offering mission trips this 
summer as travel will be risky for some time. Rather than going on a mission trip, partner 
with your local food shelf or emergency shelter, and help it meet vital needs.  

Helpful resources 
In addition to closely examining state and federal health agency recommendations, we consulted a variety of 
other resources in developing the above set of recommendations, including: 

● Guidelines for Faith-Based Communities, Minnesota Department of Health 
● Returning to Church, Wisconsin Council of Churches 
● Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, The White House 
● Guidance for the New Normal, Rick Kirchoff, Clergy Coaching Network 
● 24 Questions Your Church Should Answer Before People Return, Ken Braddy Jr. 
● Avoid This Big Mistake: Stepping Back Into the Past When You Step Back Into 

Your Building, Carey Nieuwhof 
● Church in These VUCA Times, Jake Morrill 
● Finding Our New Normal, Susan Beaumont, Congregational Consulting Group 
● Leaders, It’s Time to Ask Critical Questions About Post-COVID-19 Church, John 

Thornburg, United Methodist Insight 
● Distributed Church, Fresh Expressions 

 
 
J.A.M. Update:  
 
Our hope is to get together this summer to distribute rocks 
and the blankets we purchased for our 10th 
Anniversary-maybe with some pizza and/or Lingen ice 
cream!    We will be in touch! 

http://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/files/mdh+coronavirus+guidance/mdh-general.pdf
https://www.wichurches.org/2020/04/23/returning-to-church/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
https://clergycoachingnetwork.blog/
https://kenbraddy.com/2020/04/18/20-questions-your-church-should-answer-before-people-return/
https://careynieuwhof.com/avoid-this-big-mistake-stepping-back-into-the-past-when-you-step-back-into-your-building/
https://careynieuwhof.com/avoid-this-big-mistake-stepping-back-into-the-past-when-you-step-back-into-your-building/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uAKQXagwms&feature=youtu.be
https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/finding-our-new-normal/
https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-future/leaders-it-s-time-to-ask-critical-questions-for-post-covid-1/
https://freshexpressionsus.org/distributedchurch


A Note from Your Lay Leader 
Happy May Day!  I’m missing all of you!  Your greetings, handshakes and most 

especially your hugs.  How many times over this last month have you heard 

the words “the new normal”.  What does that even mean?   I found that 

those words make some people anxious, angry and just plain sad.  We want 

everything to be like it used to be.  This describes grief.  The longing for 

how it used to be.  We all want to be in church together, to be able to go to 

a restaurant, to walk through a store leisurely browsing without being afraid 

of the air.  But  more than anything, we want to be near those we love to freely hug up on them on and 

place that grandma kiss on their cheek.  I heard someone say once, “You can either worry or trust God 

but you can't do both.”  I encourage you to place your worries at the foot of the cross and leave them 

there, trusting God will unravel all of this and bring healing.  Things will return to normal, but they will 

look different and that’s ok, it just has to be ok.  I’ll leave you with this scripture from Philippians 4: 6 

-7, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God.”  Keep God close in prayer.  Talk to Him, tell Him what’s on your 

mind, find those things you love and do them.  Keep your body and mind moving.  Be kind, be smart and be 

God’s.   

Sue Skramstad  
 

UMW Update  
 
June Terhark - Greetings from the UMW.  We have not been able to have 

a meeting during this crazy time but we are staying busy. 

 

I have one announcement:  Southern Prairie Day Apart scheduled for June 16 has been cancelled.  Even 

tho we are not meeting our prayer chain stays busy!  Pastor Lori always makes us aware of who especially 

needs extra prayers so we stay busy in that way. 

 

Because we’re not meeting right now I have asked the ladies for some help with the 

newsletter, so each one is going to write a paragraph or so telling how and what they 

are doing during this time.  Enjoy! 

 

I have been staying busy making a couple quilts for kids that graduate this year.  I’m 

also safe distancing with my kids, grandkids and great grandbabies as often as I can!!!! 

 

Sue Skramstad - We all have new routines since the stay-at-home order was put in place. 

I've been working with Pastor Lori to keep the online worship notes, songs, scriptures and 

sermons posted to the BUMC website.  Phil and I have put together several jigsaw 

puzzles. My nursing daughters requested elastic bands with buttons sewn on the ends to 

alleviate pressure to their ears when they wear their masks at work.  This was followed 

by a family request to sew masks so they would have them when they are out and about. 

I enjoyed that a lot...until about mask 24 when I'd had enough.  Ha!  I've been trying to 

make calls to check on the people who live in our condo area as well as some of you in our 

church family.  We've learned how to do Zoom and Houseparty to stay in touch with 

family and see them.  I've read books over MarcoPolo.  We've seen our Tracy kids at a 

distance and you all know how nice and how hard that is all mixed into the same emotion because you 

can't hug them.  We've done a lot of praying asking God to make COVID-19 disappear and restore life 

back to "as close to normal" as he can.  I miss my UMW ladies and send them and all of you the Lord's 

richest blessings!   

 

Betty Chandler - My life is different of course.  No Church, No Bible 

Study, etc. but I have kept busy with several projects.  



I watch Pastor Lori on Facebook and Google several other church services that are also very good. 

 

My kids stop at the door and call me often and I have great neighbors I visit with outdoors.  I can be out 

working my yard now with warmer days so I really can’t complain, the weeks have gone fast. 

 

I am very concerned about my big family - I have lots of family members that have been working out in 

the public since the virus started including five nurses working in hospitals. 

 

So we need to keep praying for our families and our country’s health and economy.  God Bless All. 

 
Phyllis Swanson - When asked “What are you doing during this Shelter in Place time”?, my first thought 

was “It’s really not much different”.  I’ve always been an early riser.  I love seeing the dawn of a new 

day.  The rising of the sun, falling rain and yes snow!  Glistening tree tops, snowflakes - so much beauty 

every day.  Remembering and thanking God who created it all. 

 

I enjoy reading and miss the library.  I feared I wouldn’t have anything to read!  Thanks to Elaine K. and 

Tristan for sharing their books.  I try not to miss Jeopardy on TV. 

 

I really miss my twin sister and best friend.  We have shared laughter, tears, 

cards and games.  Croquet and Bocce Ball and a day at different parks with a picnic 

lunch and Scrabble. 

 

I miss Bible Study and the camaraderie of friends. 

 

I miss my great grands on J.A.M. night. 

 

Many days now you’ll find me at a lake with a line in the water, a cup of coffee and 

a book.  I enjoy the peacefulness there.  Catching a fish is a bonus! 

 

Nancy Iversen - With the weather being so nice the last while, Lanny 

and I have been outside enjoying the patio.  We are looking around the 

yard and deciding what we are going to do to make it look nice.  So far, 

we’ve mowed the lawn and I have cleaned out my flower beds.  No 

planting done yet.  Inside the house I am painting my bathroom and 

have new flooring and have had a tall toilet installed.  This stuff is 

ordinary and I’m sure things you didn’t need to hear, but during this 

time, I’ve been doing a lot of thinking.  Thinking about where Lanny and 

I are at in life.  Lanny’s struggles with health issues, this has been so time consuming that I think we are 

both thinking how lucky we are to be able to be together and make these simple household decisions.  We 

are thankful for one another.  During this quarantine time, Lanny has had to depend on me for a lot of 

things he just used to do.  It’s brought a new awareness how much we need each other and depend on 

each other.  Lanny always took care of the yard and outdoor things.  He would listen to what I wanted 

and he would figure out a way to do it.  It’s not like that anymore.  He gets frustrated because he can’t 

do what he used to .  Life slowed down at a good time for us.  This stay at home hasn’t been so bad for 

the two of us.  I do miss our family coming in and out, but we were able to attend Rick’s wedding, and 

that meant a lot to all of us.  God is good.  We’ve spent more time talking to God and listening and trying 

to do what we can to please Him.  Thanking Him and praising Him for all He’s given us.  He gave Lanny 

back to me when I didn’t know if he would be able to come home or not. 

 

We all have a lot to be thankful for and I think for many of us, this staying at home time has been good 

for us.  Families are eating meals together, they are actually talking to one another and listening to each 

other.  They are sharing their lives, which some never knew how to do before, they were always too busy, 

going and coming.  A prayer of thanks to our Heavenly Father, who is trying to show us to turn more 



towards Him.  We don’t need the little gods that fill our lives with junk.  Not to the material things that 

consume our lives and don’t mean anything.  We need to turn to our awesome God, who stands beside us, 

no matter what or where we are in our lives. 

 

Verlane Ross - Hi to all our church family.  This past month has found me busy 

sewing handmade masks, doing some reading and enjoying my scripture readings 

every morning (I’m reading the Bible in a year).  My daughter Karen has brought out 

my groceries and garden plants.  All my children insist on my “sheltering in place”.  So 

I’m glad the weather has become springlike and I can get outside to work in the dirt 

and mow my grass.  I have enjoyed the daffodils and tulips blooming.  The little 

cherry tree is in full bloom now. 

 

I miss seeing everyone, but bless Pastor Lori for seeing I have each Sunday’s 

worship service during this difficult time.  We must keep our Faith and know God 

cares for us.  Thanks to Rose for sharing her library with me. 

 

As to UMW news, the mission recognition pins that I ordered in January have not yet arrived.  After 

numerous phone calls, I don’t know what other options there are.  Our first half pledge has been met and 

being we can’t have our regular meetings, we are just in limbo.  It’s good to have contact by phone.  We 

need to count our blessings and pray for the world situation as we try to fight this COVID-19 threat to 

humanity. 

 

Stella Swanson - It’s hard to believe another month has gone by.  I’m still working down at Sr. Housing a 

couple days a week although I don’t consider it work as I enjoy the residents.  Everyone is staying 

healthy so that’s wonderful.  When I’m home, I’m pretty much a TV junky - I like the game shows and 

Hallmark.  I keep up on the news also.   

 

I start out the day with my Devotional book and the Bible reading.  I miss our 

Bible Study Group.  I’m a bird watcher and the squirrels are fun as they play 

tag up and down the trees. 

 

I miss socializing with the people in Balaton.  I miss bingo. 

 

A special Thank You to Pastor Lori for keeping our church family close with the 

in home worship packets.  It’s a lot of extra work for her.  I’ll close by asking God to Bless our country 

again. 

 

Rose Wheeler - June Terhark (Our UMW President) called and asked me if I could write something for 

the newsletter about what I’ve been doing during this stay at home phase. 

 

So here goes...They (whomever they are) are encouraging us to take this time to care for ourselves, time 

to relax, time to learn something new or improve existing skills.  I’ve been working on it but so far it 

seems my forgetter is getting better and my ability to procrastinate is getting stronger.  I don’t believe 

this is what (they) had in mind! 

 

I’ve been doing my usual women’s work cooking, cleaning and laundry but 

also crosswords, sudoku and sewing.  I did make a couple dozen face 

masks - not a fun job!  Also sewing those little hospital gowns.  I’ve 

made 35, don’t know exactly how they are going to get where they need 

to be.  As I was making each one I prayed for healing, health and hope 

for each child to know someone cares and God loves them. 

 



Be safe.  Be sure to look around you for the beauty of everything. Stay in touch with people by phone, 

emails and letters and know God is in control. 

 

P.S.  I also made a couple of trips to the cemetery to talk to God and Don. 

 

June Terhark - Wrap Up 

 

We are wishing everyone well during this time and I especially want to thank P> for all she’s been doing 

for us by making the worship packets and all the extra work!!!  She’s working hard for us! 

 

See you next time.  Stay safe, stay well! 

 

Yours in Christ,   

June 

 
Notes from Chair~ 

Finally we got a decent spring where everything isn't very wet or underwater. I even 
have my garden planted, compared to last year when I didn't get it in until after the first 
of June. Some things are coming up already and hopefully the frost doesn't kill them. I 
for sure will have to cover my tomatoes, I have heard some vegetables are hard to 
come by because everyone is planting gardens this year. Most of the farmers have their 
corn in for sure and some are also done planting beans. 
 

A big thank you to Joel and Brayden and maybe Braxden for raking the church lawn.  I went by one day and 
saw them working on it. It looks awesome. Great job. 
 
Thanks to Pastor Lori and the rest of the JAM team for the awesome end of the year JAM celebration night. I’m 
sure it took a lot of work to get that all organized. Glad there are people out there with the ability to put it all 
together. Thanks also to Pastor Lori for all she has done for our church and the community during this time 
where everything is different. I am sure there are a lot of people listening to your online posts and sermons. It 
is just hard not being able to see everyone.  
 
Thanks to all the teachers who are also learning a new way of teaching, I know it is hard for students to do the 
online classes where there is not face to face time. I know Jocelyn struggles with some of her work. We can be 
fortunate that some of the people can work from home, but again it is difficult to work from home and help your 
child with school work. Thanks also to all the essential workers, my daughter is one of them. Jill is home for the 
weekend so hopefully it will be nice so we can get some outside work done. 
 
Mike and I have been working on projects that we haven't had time to do before, we have changed oil on all of 
our equipment and even managed to get the oil changed on the semi something I have never done before, but 
I guess I am never too old to learn something new. I would like to get all the dead branches cut off my 
evergreen trees or at least the ones I can reach, have started but have a long way to go, hopefully Jill and I 
can work on that. 
 
We are all going to have to learn a new way of living for quite some time. Hopefully eventually we will be able 
to get back to a somewhat normal way of living. 
 
Sympathy goes out to Beva Walter and Sam and Peggy Tutt and family with the loss of Bob, He was a very 
talented man, he made and fixed a lot of items for me. 
 
I see the green house is open at Balaton's One stop will have to stop by and see what they all have. 
Guess that is all for this time.     Lois 



Submitted by Phyllis Swanson:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Did you get one in 
the mail - if not be 
sure to pick up a 

copy! 
 



 



 



 Balaton United Methodist Church  
 Lori VonHoltum, Pastor 
 220 2nd Street West  
 Balaton MN 56115 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Remember our Nursing Home Residents:   Prairie View Senior Living-Tracy:   Mert Holm  
Avera Morningside Heights Care Center-Marshall:  Neva Manguson 

     Remembering  & praying for Brandon Swanson….. missing from his family since May 2008 
 


