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Hello all of you Sheepies –
I’m going to try and keep this fairly brief this month as I am heading into some time off. Sue, has
graciously agreed to lead you in a couple of Sunday’s as I’m out of the pulpit. On July 11th, although
she will lead you, you will be hearing/viewing a pre-recorded sermon by our District Superintendent
Fred Vanderwerf on the story of Gideon from Judges Chapter 6. Both Sue and I heard it as part of our
District Gathering portion of Annual Conference and thought it was a powerful, and important
message with much truth.
Please thank Sue, too, for taking three days of her time to represent our church at Annual
Conference – two very full days online, one full day in person at Worthington (a group of eight
of us), plus a couple online sessions preparing. The work of the Church.
Sue has a great recap that is included in the newsletter. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if
you have any questions. We won’t know much. Or need to make any decisions in our local
congregations until after General Conference 2022 around the LBGTQ+ issue. But, the reality is
… our United Methodist Church will not be “United” anymore after. There will more than likely
be churches that separate and become regional Methodist entities. A complicated issue, a
prayerful issue.
Even without the LBGTQ+ issue, the landscape of church has, and is changing. Throw in a
pandemic to shake things up – not fully in a negative way, good has come too. Church never
was about a building. Church is about making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. Our online sermons have reached across cyberspace. The Gospel is being shared in ways that
we would never have imagined. That’s a Good thing. That’s a God thing. Amen.
JAM – We still are looking for a Coordinator(s). The plan is to be in person beginning in
September. Schools will be helpful with some direction too. I will not be thinking about or
discussing JAM until sometime in August. I need a break, please allow me that space.
I will be off most of July, out of the pulpit the two Sunday’s mentioned. I will be back and forth
between the parsonage and the farm, needing to “just be” in both places. Time with the
Grandkids already scheduled (SkyZone for one thing), and Lake time. My Dad is going in for a
pacemaker surgery tomorrow, praying he feels much better after. Thank you for praying over
my Parents, and my family.
In case of an emergency – death or hospitalization, please call. We’ll go
from there.
In Jesus –
Pastor Lori (PL)

PL’s JULY 2021
Saturday, July 3rd - Fun Fest Parade 2pm
Sunday, July 4th – 10am Balaton Community Worship at Victory Christian Church
Chicken Dinner at Community Center sponsored by Trinity Lutheran
Monday, July 5th – Church Softball 7pm
Tuesday, July 6th – 6:30pm “10 Commandments” discussion at UMC
Wednesday, July 7th – 9am-11am PL at Hospice
Sunday, July 11th – Sue Skramstad leading Worship
Monday, July 12th – Church Softball 7pm
Tuesday, July 13th – 6:30pm “10 Commandments” discussion at UMC
Sunday, July 18th – Sue Skramstad leading Worship
Monday, July 19th – Church Softball 7pm – (I think this is the championship game)
Wednesday, July 21st - 9-11am PL at Hospice
Sunday, July 25th – 9am Worship
Sunday, August 1 – 9am Worship with Communion
Tuesday, August 3rd – Tracy Nat. Night Out – J.A.M. to serve Sno-Cones
Wednesday, August 4th – 9am-11am PL at Hospice
Friday, August 6th – Wedding Rehearsal
Saturday, August 7th – Emily Minett/Cody Nelson Wedding in Revere (PL Officiating)
**Baptism of Laiken Miller 10am at UMC **

Invite from they Anderson Family:
Anderson Family Farm 80th Anniversary Celebration.
Saturday July 3, following Balaton Parade, until dark.
Orval's kids, grandkids, and great grandkids invite friends to come
on out to the ol' farm to tie on the feedbag, drink from the spring,
and chew the cud in the shade.
1445 US 14
Peace,
Chuck
405-443-7854

Notes from Board Chair~
Wow what a beautiful rain we had today, wish we would have gotten a little more, some is better than none. It looks like
we may have another chance next week. It was getting so dry for everything. Thank you JESUS! Glad we got a break from
the heat, we have had some great days and evenings.
Mike and I went to Tracy today to celebrate my brother Jim and his wife Kathy's 50th wedding anniversary. It was fun to
visit with everyone. Can hardly believe it has been that long. They have 4 beautiful daughters. Was just a very relaxing
day, of course the food was good too.

June has flown by, next week will be the 4th of July doesn't seem possible, It will be good to have the usual celebration.
We were supposed to have our 50th class reunion this year, so we decided to postpone it for one more year. We weren't
sure if there would be Covid restrictions, it takes a lot of planning ahead of time to make it happen.
I finally got all the weeds pulled in my garden, it looks pretty good despite no rain. Hopefully the rain will help
everything. It just seems like things do so much better when it rains rather than watering. I pulled my radishes. They are
so good, I tried a new kind this year, they made really good radish sandwiches. YUM.
We saw a fox today in our yard today. I wonder how many chicken dinners it has had. I guess I will have to leave the
chickens in. They will not be happy about that. They love being outside, scratching in the dirt and looking for bugs.
Mike and I have been working on our deck, we have most of it done. We want to put a handicap ramp on it. It looks
really nice. Can't wait to have it all done.
Thanks to Paul and Greg for taking down the cross, and to Paul for putting new lights on it and hanging it back up. It is
beautiful. Thanks also to Paul for trimming the branch off that was hanging over the propane tank.
It was great to have coffee after church to celebrate the Sutherland family joining our church. Everyone commented how
nice it was and how they have missed this.
We have been doing very well at our hot dog stand on Monday nights, come on down and enjoy a chili dog, the snow
cones have been a big hit. It has been fun. Thanks to Mike Metz for helping us carry the heavy coolers. Thanks to Stacy
Chandler for helping us out last week. We have a lot of new faces this year.
Hope everyone has a safe and happy 4th of July.
That is all for now until next time.

Lois

U.M.W. Update:
Hello from the U.M.W.
What beautiful rains we’ve had a couple times. Can’t believe how much better the lawn looks
already. Looks like we can expect more hot weather so hopefully a few more showers.
It doesn’t seem like we are already at the 4th of July, but here we go.
Our unit will be meeting on Thursday, July 8th at 1:30 at the Church in the basement. Stella
Swanson will be serving lunch and also leading devotions. Verlane will be presenting the
lesson that day.
We have a few things to discuss that day as we usually have our indoor picnic in August so we
need to plan what we are going to do.
Once again our U.M.W. is a group that always welcomes more so please feel free to join us on July 8th.
It’s really nice to be getting back to “normal”, whatever that is!
Until next time, be safe, take care and God Bless!

U.M.W. President,
June Terhark

A Note from Your Lay Leader - MN Annual Conference Recap
During the pre-conference Zoom on June 10th District Superintendent Fred Vanderwerf gave participants a chance to
share what held them up, what sustained them and what helped them find community during the pandemic. He gave
another inspiring message emphasizing that God is with us. I plan to show that for our message on July 11th while Pastor
Lori is on vacation.
The general conference has been delayed until Aug 29 – Sept 6, 2022. We will continue working on the local church
vision for inclusion. Bishop Bard will be our bishop for one more year.
Tuesday’s session was by Zoom. The guest speaker talked about having Courageous Conversations in the church
reminding us to stay engaged, to be ready to experience discomfort in some of the discussion, to speak our truth, and to
expect and accept there might not be closure. Sometimes there just isn’t an answer until you take time to explore and
collaborate.
Wednesday Pastor Lori and I drove to Worthington for an in-person session from 9:30 – 4:00. There were 8 of us in
attendance; 3 were pastors. We were graced by Bishop Bard’s episcopal message Winter and Road construction. When
roads are in the planning stages, they display as dashes on a paper road map. He related this to the changing climate of
the church asking us to dream, to be ready to go through some detours, bumpy roads and unplanned journeys to get to
that newly created interstate. He asked us how will we navigate? He asked us to lean into the racial trauma and racial
reckoning, the inclusion of all people and reminded us, this is soul work.
In the afternoon we were blessed by Rev Rachel Billups. She walked us through how to have hard and holy
conversations. She told us we have to be bold enough to ask anything, listen well, freely disagree and to love regardless
of the outcome. Love is the only force capable of turning an enemy into a friend. She said Jesus didn’t take the easy
path. He had hard and holy conversations. Jesus was contagious and maybe even outrageous! She told us to stop
thinking about the church with boundaries. It’s not my church, it’s our church. The church has always been God’s Plan A;
we are the church, you are the church, we are the church together – Christ’s church. The last thing she said was, “She
has butt time with Jesus…butt time with Jesus to focus and to dream.”
Thursday was by Zoom meeting from 9:30 – 3:30. The opening worship by Rev Henry and the message by Rev Rob were
wonderful and inspiring. Henry closed in prayer saying, “Let your spirit comfort, encourage and enlighten us for the work
ahead.” Rev Rob followed with the message about people with disabilities and inclusivity. He reminded us that nobody
gets out of this life with all their abilities in tack (from the parable of the paralytic). God sees and perceives us now, in
this moment. He sees the temptation of the crowd, which we are a part of. And He also see our extreme faithfulness.
Before Bishop Bard recognized the retirees he called for offering. Not a monetary offering but an offering of each of our
lives to follow Christ. He said, “How will you use your temporary abilities to help people, to serve justice, to love, to be
kind, to hug a hurting soul?”
The biggest item of business was passing Item 101 in the legislative packet. The Racial Justice Resolution. It passed
unanimously. Item 101 says this, “We recognize racism as a sin. We commit to challenging unjust systems of power and
access. We will work for equal and equitable opportunities in employment and promotion, education and training; in
voting, access to public accommodations, and housing; to credit, loans, venture capital, and insurance; to positions of
leadership and power in all elements of our life together; and to full participation in the church and society.”
Please keep the issues facing the MN Annual Conference regarding the LGBTQ close in your prayers. Nothing was
decided or will be decided until the General Conference in 2022. It is a contentious subject as we all know but as
Christians, we also know there isn’t one sin greater than another sin and the judgement must be left to God. As the
bishop said, this is soul work.
I would ask for your continued prayers of support and encouragement over Pastor Lori, over our District Superintendent,
our Bishop and all who serve the Lord. These past 18 months have been hard on our pastor and on all pastors. I’m just
so proud of Pastor Lori. I’m constantly surprised and amazed at her networking and connection abilities. It’s a big job

and I’m glad it’s not my job! Pastor Lori knows her stuff, she knows people and she knows the history behind how lots of
things work. We are blessed to have her as our pastor. Pray over her outreach as she ministers to our online
congregation, J.A.M., the unchurched and hospice. She serves on many committees at the direction and invitation of the
District Superintendent; what an honor. It’s easy to be selfish and want her all to ourselves but we all know she ministers
beautifully to us AND we know how she answers ‘the call’ in many other ways to honor and to serve the Lord she loves.
She has baptized, married and buried many that are not members of our church BUT they are part of God’s kingdom.
That is hard and HOLY work! This was the big take-away for me this past week – serving is about OUTREACH. The
conference showed so many wonderful videos of how people showed up and showed off the love of God through the
worst parts of the pandemic. Even when the church doors were closed, hearts were opened. As Pastor Lori reminds us
often, “Just give them Jesus.” Thank you for supporting me as your lay leader. God bless you!

Sue Skramstad
Thank You from Elizabeth (Liz) Davis
I’d like to thank everyone for all the prayers, love, and financial support that made it
possible for me to stay for the three months required after receiving my gift of lungs. I was
at death's door when the Lord intervened. The Lord our God is the great healer and miracle
worker, and he uses people sometimes to perform those miracles, as he did in my
circumstances, in an hour of need. In James 2 17-18 it says, “even so faith if it has not
works is dead being alone a man may say, thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy
faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works”. You showed your faith by your works, you
put your faith into action, and I think each and every one of you for that. Because of your prayers and your
actions, God performed a miracle and that’s the reason I am here today. The transplant surgeons and
physicians at Mayo said they’ve never seen anything like it in all the years of doing lung transplant. As they
added, God performed a miracle. I want to say each one of you were a part of that miracle. Because of your
prayers, faith in action working together. We serve a faithful God. Thank you again.

Church Softball Tournament Schedule

Balaton United Methodist Church
Lori VonHoltum, Pastor
220 2nd Street West
Balaton MN 56115

Remember our Nursing Home/Care Center Residents:
Avera Morningside Heights Care Center-Marshall - Neva Manguson
Ebenezer Ridges Care Center - Phyllis Rasmussen
Remembering & Praying for Brandon Swanson….. missing from his family since May 2008

