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I’m writing from the parsonage today during a snowstorm. We have cancelled worship on this last Sunday of 
February. Weather is teasing us …. Will March come in like a Lion or a Lamb? 
 
The upcoming forecast predicts warmer temperatures. A sign of hope after an unseasonably LONG Winter. 
Where do you find HOPE? KIDS …. Always seem to give me HOPE. I was able to spend a day with our 5 Year 
Old Grandaughter Rhyan this week. It gave both of us a much needed boost! She is growing up so. We made 
a visit to the Library in Luverne, the “BIG Girl” Coffee Shop for Hot Chocolate (Mocha Latte for Grandma), stop 
#1 at the Grocery Store – Flowers for her “Little Grandma” (my Mom) and  Take-Out Lunch for them, Lunch for 
the two of us at Hwy. 75 Diner – Chicken Strips for both, “Barbie’s Park” – for a LOOONG time, Stop #2 at the 
Grocery Store – Flowers for her Mom. A Treasured Day! 
 
We have also been having some really great sessions of CONFIRMATION Class these past weeks. These 23 
or so 7th-9th Graders make me smile. They are super smart, respectful, starving (Ha!) after a long day at 
school and sports so we feed them … they are always polite. 
 
Vicar Rick and I have been covering the 10 Commandments with them these past weeks using the backdrop of 
the movie Bruce Almighty. Have you seen it? It is an older movie, but still very relevant, and covers all 10 
Commandments. Our young people have enjoyed it and learned much, asked great questions, given great 
answers. We gave them the option of writing a paper on the movie to receive a prize. Vicar Rick and I would 
like to extend that invitation to you as well. Here’s what it entails: 
  

1. Describe the main point or theme of the movie. What did you learn from the movie? 
2. Choose a person in the movie that you think went through a change. Describe the change and tell why 

you think it took place. 
3. Pick someone from the movie that you can relate to and give the reasons why you feel that way. 
4. Give a brief summary of where you found examples of each of the 10 Commandments. 

 
Prize #3 – 100 words. Prize #2 – 250 Words. Prize #1 – 500 Words. 
 
*Write up answers to these questions from the movie and submit to Pastor Lori by April 1st. You will receive a 
prize!! *MOVIE is available on Amazon Prime for $3.99 … or you can find it at Walmart very reasonable too. 
Rated PG-13 …. Be advised of some swearing so best for ages 13 and up.* Have fun … and it will help 
familiarize you again with the BIG TEN! 
 
We will be working with our 9th Graders (those to be Confirmed on April 11th) – 9 in total between the three 
churches in filming their video Faith Statements on Sunday, March 21st 12:30pm probably at UMC. Balaton 
UMC will be confirming Kalvin Crumrine. Hard to believe that Kal is already a 9th Grader!! I always look 
forward to this. 
 
HOLY WEEK and EASTER – I’m still a little leery about offering IN PERSON Maundy Thursday Worship with a 
meal as we’ve done in the past. So, I think that I will just offer something ONLINE again for this time of worship 
… unless you feel that you would like a brief IN PERSON service on this night in the Sanctuary. You can offer 
input on this and let me know. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY – Again, I think we still push pause on offering IN PERSON COMMUNITY WORSHIP yet this 
year. I will offer up something online. 
 



EASTER – I will be offering a CHOICE of TWO IN PERSON SERVICES with your family. 7am and 9am with 
Holy Communion. We will not be having service led by the youth this year. These two services will be identical 
and you will need to sign up for one or the other, first come, first receive spots. Service capacity for each will 
be 40 people. *SERMON – will also be posted online and Worship Packets. NO BREAKFAST in between yet 
this year. 
 
We can’t get to EASTER without GOOD FRIDAY. On Friday, HOPE seemed lost. Saturday, offered a Holy 
Pause …. But as Bob Geoff says … “Heaven, just started counting to three”.  
 
I understand that this has been a “Long Cold Lonely Winter” …. But soon the SUN will shine again. HOPE is 
on the way! We keep looking UP! 
 
I ate a DOVE Chocolate just now with my Coffee. Here are the words inside the wrapper – 
“Inhale the future, exhale the past”. 
 
We got this! And, GOD’S got us! 
 
“Here Comes The SON, Little Darlin’ 
Hang in There …. 
 
“PL” 
Pastor Lori 
 
MARCH 2021 CALENDAR – PL 

Wednesday, March 3rd  - 9am Hospice Team Meeting in Slayton 
                                          1pm Vicar Rick & PL record JAM Worship 
                                          5:30pm Lenten Worship @ Trinity 
                                          6:45pm Confirmation @ UMC Sanctuary 
 
Thursday, March 4th   -   Clergy Leadership Academy/ZOOM/all day 

Sunday, March 7th     -    9am In Person Worship with Communion 

Wednesday, March 10th – 11am LLP Annual Review for PL/ZOOM 

                                            1pm Vicar Rick & PL record JAM Worship 

                                            5:30pm Lenten Worship @ Sillerud 

                                            6:45pm Confirmation @ UMC Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, March 14th – SPRING AHEAD 1 Hour! 9am In Person Worship 

Wednesday, March 17th – St. Patrick’s Day! 9am Hospice Team Meeting in Slayton 

                                            1pm Vicar Rick & PL record JAM Worship 

                                            5:30pm Lenten Worship @ Trinity 

                                            6:45pm Confirmation @ UMC Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, March 21st   -     9am In Person Worship 

Wednesday, March 24th – 1pm Vicar Rick & PL record JAM 

                                            5:30pm Lenten Worship @ Sillerud;  

                                            6:45pm Confirmation @ UMC Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, March 28th    -       PALM SUNDAY 9am In Person Worship 



Monday, March 29th -        10am ZOOM Meeting/PL 

Wednesday, March 31st -  9am Hospice Team Meeting in Slayton 

                                            1pm Vicar Rick & PL record JAM Worship 

                                            6:30pm Confirmation @ UMC Sanctuary (YES – Holy Week Session) 

 

Thursday, April 1st   -           Maundy Thursday – ONLINE Worship 

Friday, April 2nd       -           Good Friday – ONLINE Worship 

Saturday, April 3rd       -       Holy Saturday 

Sunday, April 4th EASTER  - 7am In Person Worship with Communion led by PL (sign up) 

                                              9am In Person Worship with Communion led by PL (sign up) 

                                              NO Breakfast in between this year. 

 

Sunday, April 11th                CONFIRMATION 9am for Kalvin Crumrine  

Notes from Board Chair ~ 
 

I was going to get this done on Wednesday and here it is Friday evening and I am just starting on it. The days go by so 
fast and just can't get everything done that I would like too.  
 
I am sure we are all grateful for the beautiful weather we are having. It is such a wonderful change from sub zero. Now 
the only thing is how sloppy it is. I know we are not done with snow yet, it would be great if that was the case but I am 
sure that would be wishful thinking. It is nice the days are getting longer,that means we will soon be turning our clocks 
ahead, then it will be darker in the mornings. That also means spring can't be far behind. YEAH! 
 
John and Amy have been busy with cows calving, everything has been going pretty well until he called me and said one 
of my cows laid on her calf. GRR. We were going to sell that cow and decided we were going to keep her one more year, 
guess she will be headed to the Pipestone Sale Barn.  
 
I am still trying to trap our church mouse, maybe he is dead or it is a sneaky little sucker. I really haven't seen any 
evidence of it anywhere. 
 
It is great to be back to in-person worship. We have a very small crowd but it is still good. Maybe soon we will get some 
more people as they get their Covid shots.  
 
I still haven't made it to a Lenten Service. I usually have Jocelyn on Wednesday nights until Dad and Mom get done 
working and try to get her homework done, get supper, and get the natural gas building cleaned.  
 
It is great that the ice in the parking lot is gone. It was really slippery before. Haven't found any water in the basement, 
other than when the pipe from the furnace came off. Let's hope and pray it stays that way.  
 
I am going to Jocelyn's basketball game tomorrow and we have to be in Westbrook by 8:00  so better get stuff I need to 
get done tonight. They really don't know too much about basketball but it is still fun to watch. 
 
Please continue to pray for our Country, so much going on. There are a lot of prayers needed for people in this area also. 
Guess that is all for now. Until next time. Blessings on your days ahead. 
 
Good to have Denise back. 
 
Lois 
 



 



A Note From Your Lay Leader 

As I write this article, Phil and I are starting our third week vacationing in warm and sunny Florida!  We have been so 
very blessed with this trip.  The area we stay in is very safe, but there is homelessness and crime in nearby St. 
Petersburg, just like in any other big city.  We are aware and try to stay safe while we are out and about.  We went to 
Walmart about 7:00 one night, it was dark out already, and on our way back to the car a young boy, maybe 13-14, in the 
parking lot approached us holding out a folded piece of paper and said to me, here this is for you.  I said, excuse me?  He 
said, here, I made this for you.  I told him, no thank you and we kept pushing our cart towards our car.  His father, who I 
didn’t notice at first, said loudly, he’s doing this for a school project, it’s ok for you to take it.  I stopped, turned back to 
them and asked what the project was.  He said, my son had to write down his convictions about something he deeply 
believed in and give it to a stranger.  The boy said again, here I made this for you.  I took the folded paper, opened it up 
and quickly realized this young man was a believer.  His conviction was his faith in God. I told him thank you and shared I 
was the lay leader for the United Methodist Church in Balaton, MN.  He got this huge smile and so did his dad.  I said, 
God’s blessings to you and we walked away.  I have to share with you that it shook us up a bit…like I was literally shaking 
when we got into our car.  The police have camera towers in some parking lots because of the drug dealing.  You hear 
weird, random stories and I really didn’t want to take that paper from a complete stranger in a Florida Walmart parking 
lot not knowing what was on it!  Then I felt almost ashamed of myself when I realized he was trying to share his faith.  I 
have included pictures of what he shared with me with this article.  I told Pastor Lori this story and she encouraged me 
to share with all of you.  I’ve had a huge tug at my heart this trip with seeing so many homeless people in this area!  I’ve 
been in prayer about this many times.  People will come up to your car window when you stop at a stoplight or stop sign 
in St. Petersburg asking for money.  You don’t dare roll down your window because of all the car jackings.  We saw a 
homeless couple on a park bench.  She was laying her head in her husband’s lap, rain coming down and I could tell she 
was crying.  I keep hearing the words from Matthew 25:40 that says, “The King will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Lori asks us often, how are you taking care of 
your neighbor?  I would echo these words and ask 
you to share your faith like this young boy did with 
me, a complete stranger in the middle of the Walmart 
parking lot.  Send that note, make that call and check 
in with your neighbors.  When there is a need, 
provide for it if you can.  
 

Be safe, be blessed and be God’s faithful out there! 

Sue Skramstad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW Update: (stay tune-we will hear from the other UMW ladies in the April Newsletter) 

Hello Everyone, 
 
We still have been unable to meet but I’m thinking maybe soon now.  It would be nice to be able to get together 
and discuss what's ahead for us.  The prayer chain is still active but not much else right now. 

I mentioned dues in the last newsletter and I find I was wrong with the amounts.  In talking to Verlane I find that 
our dues are $15.00 a year and in January we were to have a bakeless bake sale for which we usually give 
$5.00 so that’s $20.00 we owe the UMW.  We can send that amount to Verlane or see her in church with your 
dues.  Thanks a bunch. 

I was looking at Kitchen Klatter magazine and found a poem that I think applies to what’s going on today.  It is 
named, “Little Things”. 

It’s the little things in life that will thrill us through and through. 
It may be what someone said, or it may be what they do. 

It may be a cup of coffee, or some anniversary cake. 
It may be a cheery smile, and what a difference it will make. 

Though sometimes our hearts are heavy as we dwell on things gone by. 
A cheery word of comfort makes us smile instead of sigh. 

Charles E. Wilson 
God Bless!  Take care and be safe! 

June Terhark, 
Balaton UMW President 



 
Hello Church Family,  

Many of you know Elizabeth Davis, she was one of our 
nurses at Colonial Manor for many years... Life has again 
thrown her a huge curveball. 

She beat stomach cancer and is now faced with a double 
lung transplant as a result of the treatment from the cancer. 
She has passed all the tests and is waiting to be put on the 
transplant list. The Dr. feels when she returns to Rochester 
on March 16th she will have deteriorated to the point of her 
being put on the list. Currently she  is at home on oxygen 
24/7. She can't leave her home anymore other than for Dr. 
appt. related to the stress it puts on her lungs causing her to become exhausted. I know you have been 
praying for her and for that I thank you. 

Elizabeth's bills are mounting and many more ahead of her when she receives the transplants. Many of her 
coworkers are planning 2 smaller benefits. We are not able to do a big event due to covid, and we feel the help 
needs to be sooner than later. The first is March 27th at the community center here in Balaton. It is from 9 to 1. 
We are having a bake sale, crafts, and raffle for 2 quilts, and drawing for childrens Easter baskets. 1 boy and 1 
girl.  We welcome any donations . Bake sale items, any crafts , or items for the Easter baskets. 

Our 2nd benefit, and maybe a little larger, is scheduled for May 1st in the community center from 9 to 1.. We 
are planning a NO CLOTHING rummage sale !!  So if you have some items you just aren't using anymore, we 
could sure use them for the sale. We will be serving coffee and rolls in the morning, and walking tacos 
beginning at 11 until gone. We are also having a plant sale ! So if you have some plants you would like to 
donate , that would be great. Indoor or outdoor!!   I have some rooting right now!!! 

Kettle corn will also be on sale that day.  YUMMMMM 

The quilts will be available for tickets again on May 1st. and we will draw that day. 

I am doing decorated Easter cutout cookies as part of the benefits. They are 1.00 each and bagged 
individually. I am taking orders if anyone would like some. I will be baking them the week of Easter unless there 
is an earlier need. 

Ruth Gernentz and myself are the contact people for the benefits. 

If all you can do is pray for her to be blessed with  a pair of lungs and live through this surgery, we understand 
and thank you. 

Ruth Gernentz number is : 507/829/1969 

Ruth Lehnhoff number is :507/626/0610 

God Bless, 
Ruth Lehnhoff 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Easter Lilies, Fresh Flowers, Plants for Easter Sunday.  We are still working on the details and will 
get information out to everyone via email, church website, Saturday packet insert, etc. once we 

have all the information put together. 
 

 

 



     Balaton United Methodist Church  
     Lori VonHoltum, Pastor 
     220 2nd Street West  
     Balaton MN 56115 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These were submitted by Rose Wheeler: 
 
FRIENDS 
If nobody smiled, and nobody cared, and nobody helped us along, 
If every moment looked after itself and good things always went to the strong, 
If nobody thought just a little about you and nobody cared about me, 
And we stood all alone, in the battle of life, what a dreary old world this would be. 
Life is sweet, just because of the friends we have made and the things which in common we share, 
We want to live on, not because of ourselves, but because of the people who care. 
It is doing and giving for somebody else, on which all life’s splendor depends, and the joys of this 
world, when you’ve summed it all up, is found in the making of friends. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
“It’s your story. Make it beautiful. Fill it up with what you love. Remember what matters, forget what 
doesn’t.” 
 

Remember our Nursing Home Residents:   
Avera Morningside Heights Care Center-Marshall:  Neva Manguson 

Remembering  & praying for Brandon Swanson….. missing from his family since May 2008 


