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Note from Pastor Lori ~

2021

Over the course of the next several weeks, we will be taking an in depth look at the Apostle Paul’s letter to the
Galatians, specifically the NINE “Fruits of the Spirit”: LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS,
GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, and SELF-CONTROL.
As you look at the list, which ones do you think you live out well? Which ones do you think you need a little
work on? We are probably better at some, than others. Paul says, it takes all of the nine to live out our
Christian life. Given the unsettled climate around us these days, I thought now would be a good time to cook
up a nice “Fruit Salad” of these spiritual fruits. Because in order to change the climate around us, we first have
to change SELF. How’s OUR spiritual diet doing?
I’m learning, just as when we looked at Paul’s “Armor of God” in Ephesians 6, that ORDER is important. Just
as the order in putting on the armor was important, so is this list of fruits. EVERYTHING stems from LOVE –
that’s why Paul lists it first. It’s the groundwork, the soil, that everything else blooms from.
I hope to have some fun with them, and we can take away some good tools to help us live as Christ calls us to
– loving God and neighbor.
If you haven’t been to worship in awhile, now would be a great time to return. We spread out well in the
Sanctuary. We are singing under our masks. And, while I’m on the topic of masks …. They are strongly
encouraged, but not a requirement to attend. We need to keep in mind, that others might not be able to
tolerate getting sick, and we can spread COVID without even knowing that we have it. I will be wearing mine
for quite awhile, except in the pulpit. For me, it’s part of “loving my neighbor”.
Bishop David Bard has moved our congregations to the YELLOW phase, still cautious. Again, Peggy is back
at the organ, we are singing, and also enjoying a song or two on the screen. We might have a few worship
services on the lawn again soon, it was actually kind of nice to be outside last Spring/Summer. The services
have been brief – about 50 minutes, and you’ll be on with the rest of your day.
SOFTBALL – Church Softball on Monday nights is in the works as is the “Not-So-Rinky-Dink” HotDog Stand.
If you would like to play, give me a message or Stacy Chandler. You just have to be age 13 for liability.
PARADES – are also starting back up. The first one is June 5th for Russell BandWagon Days. Late afternoon,
and Greg and Kathy will pull the JAM Float. Vicar Rick and I both have it on our calendars and we’ll get some
kids and candy.
FISHING – we’re going to try for some catfish in between. Traveling to and from the Lake takes a lot out of my
little Mama. I’m really thankful for the extra “Lake Days” last season that we had.
I have a few “Life Events” scheduled this month, but more in June – Baptisms, Graveside Services, a
Wedding later in the Summer. It feels good to be shepherding in this way again. Still, almost all of my
meetings are virtual, with the exception of one day of Annual Conference next month, a small gathering of
under 50, in “clusters” around the state. Sue and I will attend one in Worthington.
HOSPICE – I have been making some visits. I usually always see the patients at the Hospice House when I
am there for team meeting every other Wednesday, but have several outside that I have visited as well. I
mask, even though I have been vaccinated as do our staff, again … part of “Loving Our Neighbors”.

Continued Prayers over several who aren’t feeling quite themselves yet – Betty Chandler, Ron Anderson (had
COVID in Chicago), June Terhark after surgery. Elizabeth Davis is a complete miracle after a double lung
transplant. Others …. Blessers Up!
Hang in there! Let’s let our FRUITS thrive …. Rather than our THISTLES, okay? Be gentle, kind, loving, joyful
…. FRUIT SALAD like.
It’s how we change the weeds into fruit.
Love in Christ –

Pastor Lori (PL)
PL’s May Calendar~
Saturday, May 1st – HAPPY MAY DAY!!
Sunday, May 2nd – Holy Communion/Fruit of the Spirit – JOY!
Thursday, May 6th – PL Online for Clergy Leadership Academy 10am-3pm
Saturday, May 8th – 2:30pm @ SILLERUD Baptism for Jett Mironowski (PL & Vicar Rick)
Sunday, May 9th – MOTHER’S DAY! Dedication of the “JESUS CANDLE” in
memory of Betty Leversedge. Fruit of the Spirit – PEACE!
Wednesday, May 12th – 9am-11am PL Hospice in Slayton
Thursday, May 13th – Licensed Local Pastor Meeting via ZOOM 10:30am-11:30am
Saturday, May 15th – Emily Minett Bridal Shower in Garvin.
PL to do a Baptism (for Grandbaby of a college friend) in New Richmond, MN
Sunday, May 16th – Worship – Fruit of the Spirit – PATIENCE!
Sunday, May 23rd -- Worship--Fruit of the Spirit -- KINDNESS!
Wednesday, May 26th – PL Hospice 9am-11am Slayton
Thursday, May 27th – CLERGY GATHERING
Sunday, May 30th – Worship – Fruit of the Spirit – GOODNESS!
Monday, May 31st – MEMORIAL DAY – PL lead Invocation at Lakeside Cemetery Program.
Saturday, June 5th – Russell BandWagon Days Parade/JAM Float 4pm

Somewhat less stringent restrictions for
businesses and gatherings are still in place, but
remote work is still recommended. The infection
rate is still a concern.

What we recommend:

Worship and life events:
●

●
●

●
●

●
●

You may hold in-person worship of up to whatever number of people your space can accommodate
with at least six feet between each family unit. Have a contingency plan for overflows beyond the
approved number of people. Thoroughly clean surfaces and common areas between services.
Continue holding online worship (even if you also do in-person), recording from home or the sanctuary
with participation from small groups of people.
Have people spread out in the sanctuary. Allow only one family unit per pew with measured markers
indicating proper physical distance in approved and marked seating areas. Explore meeting in a
fellowship hall or outdoors if your space is small.
At children’s time, children should not come forward. Instead, create from you-to-the-pew story
moments engaging children from safe distancing.
Life ritual services can be offered in more traditional ways—but funerals, weddings, and graduation and
confirmation celebrations should pay careful attention to limiting guests and keeping proper physical
distance.
Groups can worship outdoors if strict social distancing (six feet on every side of each person) is
maintained and attendees wear masks.
High-risk individuals (those over age 60 and/or with underlying health conditions), particularly those
who are not vaccinated, are encouraged to stay home and should be given options to participate in the
life of the church through virtual means.

Recommendations for those leading and attending worship during this phase:
●
●

●
●
●

●
●

●
●

●
●

Require people to wear cloth face masks while at church, per state requirements.
Have people spread out in the sanctuary space. Allow only one family unit per pew with measured
markers indicating proper physical distance in approved and marked seating areas. Explore meeting in
a fellowship hall or outdoors if your space is small.
Use no-touch alternatives for greetings and passing the peace. Consider a friendly wave, a slight bow
of the head, or crossing your arms over your heart.
Collect offering without person-to-person contact. Consider having one or more baskets around the
sanctuary that people could simply place their offering into during worship or on the way out.
Minimize the number of items that need to be touched or distributed. Consider using screens or
bulletins (one-time use only) rather than Bibles, hymnals, or other worship books to avoid having
multiple people touch surfaces that could carry the virus.
Have designated individual(s) record the names of each person present, not only for attendance
purposes but also should it be needed for contact tracing later on.
Use no-touch alternatives to communion, if you choose to offer it during this phase. For example, have
each person pick up a set of pre-packaged elements as they enter and remain socially distanced as
they take communion in their seats, or have a masked and gloved steward place individual cups and
bread in people’s hands as they exit the sanctuary at the end of the service. The safe alternatives for
communion might mean some congregations will choose to further postpone offering in-person
communion.
Modify baptisms so they include no skin-to-skin contact. Consider having parents hold babies and small
children as the pastor performs the rite.
Do not sing when gathered inside of your building, given that singing is considered a riskier practice
when it comes to spreading aerosols that carry the virus, and cloth masks and physical distancing are
unlikely to be adequate protection. Instead, think about playing pre-recorded music and asking those
gathered simply to listen or to hum along. (Singing during outdoor worship is considered much safer
because the aerosols dissipate much more quickly.)
Worship musicians who are singing do not need to be masked while performing, but they must be
adequately spaced out. Instrumentalists (if not a wind instrument) should be masked.
Create opportunities for fellowship time online instead of before or after worship. For everyone’s safety,
encourage people to leave the building as soon as worship concludes rather than mingling.

●
●

Consider eliminating or limiting volunteer-based nursery care when you first begin in-person gatherings
given that social distancing guidelines likely couldn’t be followed in a nursery with young children.
At the end of service, direct people row by row to leave the building to maintain physical distancing. The
pastor should not stand at a door to greet people. If possible, have people come in through one
entrance and exit through a different entrance, one family unit at a time—and think about propping open
the entry and exit doors to eliminate the need for people to touch door handles.

Small groups and faith formation:
●

●

●

You may offer both in-person and online opportunities for Bible studies and small groups, as well as
perhaps for leadership and ministry team meetings. Try to maintain online options you established
during earlier phases for at-risk populations and those who do not yet feel comfortable attending
in-person.
You may consider offering children's ministries such as Vacation Bible School (VBS) if you are able to
offer it primarily outdoors and have safety protocols in place; we recommend daily temperature checks,
keeping kids in the same small groups each day, and requiring masks to be worn at all times.
Do not offer in-person mission trips or lock-ins until we reach the next phase. While the risk to children
and youth has been recorded as somewhat lower than other age groups, children can be asymptomatic
carriers who transmit the virus to others.

Staff and building operations:
●
●

Church staff should work from home as much as possible. If multiple staff are in the office at the same
time, they should maintain physical distancing, wear masks and follow safety and sanitizing protocols.
Consider church liability and guidelines recommended by your insurer.

Notes from Chair~
I don't know about you but I am ready for some sunshine and warmer weather. On Monday I was helping Amy to load up
some calves to be dehorned, I saw a barn swallow, only one though so I am sure others will be coming. Let's hope it is
sooner rather than later. Lori says when you see the barn swallows it is time to plant corn. There has been a lot of corn
planted already, I have also heard there are beans planted, I think that might be a little risky.
I will be getting my baby chicks on the 29th. I thought they were supposed to be here today, I called the Post Office and
they weren't there. I am all ready for them anyway. Jocelyn will be so excited she has been waiting for them to arrive, she
spends a lot of time in the chicken house with them. I have to admit they are pretty cute.
We are so grateful to all the people that helped out with the fundraiser for Liz Davis, everyone was so generous. I am
sure the one on May 1st will go just as well. Liz is a miracle, she is doing so great. God has her in his hands. She has a
very deep faith.
It sounds like we will be having church softball this year, hopefully we can find enough players. It is always a fun night. I
have missed it. We have missed out on a lot of events since the Covid 19 started, hopefully we can get to a somewhat
normal life soon. Thanks to Stacy for heading that up.
It will soon be time to start mowing lawn, I see some have started already. Ours isn't quite long enough yet it will be
soon. We could use a nice rain, that would get everything going.
We tore off the deck on our house and we have materials ordered for the new one. It is composite, that way I don't have
to do any staining. I told Mike I was getting too old for that. It is too hard on my knees. Can't wait for the materials to get
here. I love the decking we picked out.

We will need to clean up the church lawn, and the parsonage before they start mowing. I don't think it is too bad. Looks
like we have to reseed the grass again where we put in our new cement. It is not coming up very well. I think we need to
add some black dirt.
Thanks Sam for putting in more wood chips behind the church-looks very nice. Thanks to Peggy for coming to play the
organ, I missed that. She does such a great job. Thanks to Pastor Lori as she continues to pass out worship packets.
Thanks to Denise for all she does and also to all the ladies that help with the newsletter. Thanks to Peggy Tutt for being
our treasurer, she does a great job.
I guess that is all for this time. Please keep June, Cheryl, Liz and others in our community that need our prayers.

Lois

A Note from Your Lay Leader

Our grandson Chanse was presented his bible in church last Sunday. When we stopped by later, he was
hollering at me, Grandma, Grandma look what I got today!! I asked if I could take it out of the box it came in to
take a closer look. He beamed as he told me yes, and then he asked me, Grandma, what’s your favorite bible
verse? I immediately answered, John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Then we had a teaching moment as I explained
how the bible is split into two parts: The Old Testament and the New Testament. I told him John was a disciple
of Jesus. Then we talked about chapters and verses. Then he asked “why” this was my favorite. And I told him
about the great sacrifice God made in allowing His one and only Son to die for our sins. Then he said his
teacher told them this book was special. It wasn’t like a library book you borrow that must be returned in
good condition. She encouraged them to read it, highlight their favorite passages, write in it, and mark it up to
make it uniquely theirs. This was a teaching moment for me too. Wouldn’t it be great if you could show the
next guest to your house your favorite parts of the bible with the same enthusiasm Chanse showed his new
bible to me? And Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” Children are a delight because they are pure
in thought, curious in word and mischievous in deed. I challenge you to think about your favorite bible verse
as you finish reading this. Then answer “why” the verse is your favorite. Pull your bible out and find your
favorite verse, highlight it, and mark it up! Then read it out loud as if to teach a child and soak it into your
heart. Be safe, be blessed and be God’s.

Sue Skramstad

UMW Update:
Hello again, I hope this finds everyone doing OK and staying safe and well.
I’d like to thank everyone for the prayers and well wishes when I had my surgery. I saw my surgeon yesterday
and got a very good report, now to just be patient and give my body time to continue healing. Thank you
again!
We (UMW) will be presenting a gift to the church in memory of our dear friend Betty Leversedge. That will be
presented on Mother’s Day if you would like to be in church on that day for that special occasion.
I’ve asked our treasurer, Verlane Ross, to give everyone a report on the UMW and how we are doing with it
now being a year since we’ve been able to meet. I’m hoping that a meeting will be in our near future.

Verlane’s Report:
Greetings from the UMW,
I received a letter from our Southern Prairie District Treasurer this week congratulating us on being a 5 star
unit. Despite 2020 being a difficult year, we met our goal. To become a 5 star unit we need to meet:
(1) Our pledge to missions, (2) prayer and self denial (3) mission recognition pin (4) mission in memory of
and (5) our thank offering. This was accomplished only because of the help of all our members and
donations from our church family. We thank you for your support.
As always our prayer chain remains very active. Who of us doesn’t need prayer? But
especially now, our thoughts and prayers for healing are with June, Betty, Pastor Lori’s dad,
Duane and Ron Anderson (who is back in the hospital with COVID). Prayer is powerful. God
is great!

We need to be thankful for every day we wake to another beautiful sunrise and hear the sweet singing of the
birds.
We are looking forward to our first meeting in May. Time and date are still uncertain. We welcome any who
would like to join us.

Verlane Ross,
Treasurer

Wrap up - June
As you can see Verlane did the work it takes with filling out forms, etc. to once again help us to become a 5
Star Unit. Being a 5 Star Unit is always a goal for the UMW.
Thank you Verlane for all your hard work!
Please keep everyone fighting Covid and other things in your prayers. Take care & God Bless!

June Terhark,
UMW President

Open House
Come and Go Bridal Shower
for
Jill Wreath
bride-to-be of Dio Marczak
When: Saturday, May 15, 2021
Time: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Where: Balaton Community Center.
A short program at 10:30 am.
Please bring a favorite recipe.
Jill and Dio are registered at Walmart.

“Calling all Softball Players & Spectators”

Plans are being made to start Church
League Softball 2021 in June going
through July. Please mark your
calendars to come join in the fun whether it is
playing, keeping the books or as a spectator - good
time for all!
Stacy Chandler will be the person
contacting/recruiting/rounding up
the players & point of contact for
anyone interested in playing on
the UMC team (cell #
507-530-4280 or email
chandler544@yahoo.com). Josh
Chandler will be the coach again
this year. If you have any questions just let me know.

Stay tune -schedule should be coming out soon!

Balaton United Methodist Church
Lori VonHoltum, Pastor
220 2nd Street West
Balaton MN 56115

Remember our Nursing Home Residents:
Avera Morningside Heights Care Center-Marshall: Neva Manguson
Remembering & praying for Brandon Swanson….. missing from his family since May 2008

