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RENEWAL – defined as to renovate, repair, restore, re-establish, to recover, to restore to a former state, to
recreate, rejuvenate, or mend.

As Per Our United Methodist Book of Discipline:

¶ 350. Continuing Education and Spiritual Growth—1. Throughout their careers, clergy shall engage in
continuing education for ministry, professional development, and spiritual formation and growth in order to
lead the church in fulfilling the mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ. This shall include carefully
developed personal programs of study augmented periodically by involvement in organized educational and
spiritual growth activities. These practices embody the Wesleyan emphasis on lifelong growth in faith, fostered
by personal spiritual practices and participation in covenant communities. Each annual conference, through
the chairs of the Clergy Orders and Fellowship or other leaders designated by the bishop, shall provide spiritual
enrichment opportunities and covenant groups for deacons, elders, and local pastors. 2. A clergy member’s
continuing education and spiritual growth program shall include professional formation leaves at least one
week each year and may include at least one month during one year of every quadrennium. Such leaves shall
not be considered as part of the ministers’ vacations and shall be planned in consultation with their charges or
other agencies to which they are appointed as well as the bishop, district superintendent, and annual
conference continuing education committee.

Our District Superintendent Fred Vanderwerf and I started talking about taking some lengthier time off during
the COVID Pandemic. The Pandemic was hard on Clergy (hard for everybody), but as Clergy, we were “Front
Line Workers”, even as our buildings were closed, we… as your Pastors were still providing pastoral care and
worship services just in very different and innovative ways that required a lot of creative energy, all while
trying our best to keep ourselves, our families, and congregations as safe and healthy as we could. It was tiring
… but we are on the other side! (pretty much …) Praise Be to God!

Then, after the first of the year, our family had some pretty intense health issues – My Dad having his heart
attack with placement of stents, and caring for my Mom in between. Then Jim being airlifted for his diabetes
and heart issues. Thank You for allowing me space away to be with both of them during their hospitalizations.
Then, Mom …. My sweet Mom’s last days and death. Thank you for allowing me space to care for her during
that time. It was treasured. Then, comes grief … in the midst of ministry. Which leads to a resounding … YES,
I’m taking the RENEWAL TIME this month of July to “Just Be”. As per Book of Discipline, Clergy are encouraged
to take Renewal Leave every five years … so, I’m overdue .Our Lay Leader, Sue Skramstad has graciously
agreed to fill the pulpit the four Sundays that I will not be preaching. She will be paid. My leave is also paid. I
will be participating in the July 3 rd Community Worship the first Sunday. My plan is to spend some time at the
farm, at the parsonage, and in Luverne at Dad’s … so don’t be surprised if you see me around. I have some
“piles” that I want to sort and file … at all three locations (smile).My High School Class is having an impromptu
get together one evening that I hope to take in.Maybe some fishing with Dad … dates with the Grandkids …
Supper out with Jim … rest … with The freedom to not have to prepare for worship for a few weeks. I have a
Wedding to Officiate



that was already on my calendar .. a college friend’s Daughter. I’m looking forward to that. THE IN CASE OF
EMERGENCIES/DEATH – call me first …. We’ll go from there. Vicar Rick has agreed to help out if need be.
Pastor Velda is also on Renewal Leave in July (We may also have a day or two together). I will not be posting
“Church Stuff”, so you’ll have to keep an eye on the calendar. My goal is to not look too closely at my calendar.

So, thank you for the time away. Stay healthy and Spirit-Filled. Support Sue by your presence in worship.
Support each other. We’ll see you in August.

Pastor Lori (PL)

JULY 2022 CALENDER – PL

Friday, July 1-Sunday July 3 rd Balaton FUN FEST

Saturday, July 2 nd JAM FLOAT in the Parade 2pm (Line up by 1:30pm)

Sunday, July 3 rd Balaton Community Worship Service at Victory Christian 10am with Pastor Ryan

preaching. Chicken Dinner at Community Center sponsored by Trinity Lutheran Church.

Monday, July 4 th – Rhyan Clare VonHoltum turns 7! Happy Independence Day!

Tuesday, July 5 th 6:30-8pm Discussion Group meets at TRINITY with Vicar Rick

Friday-Saturday July 8-9 PL to Officiate a Wedding in Milford, IA

SUE SKRAMSTAD Preaching Sunday, July 10 th , 17 th , 24 th , and 31 st – Thanks, Sue!

Monday, July 11 th PL to meet with DS Fred for annual “one to one” meeting in Marshall 10am.

Tuesday, July 12 th Discussion Group meets 6:30-8pm at TRINITY with Vicar Rick.

PL back in the Pulpit Sunday, August 7 th .



Greetings from United Women in Faith (UWF)

Good morning from the United Women in Faith!

We had a meeting on June 9, 2022 with six members present. We opened our meeting with the Pledge of

Allegiance and the United Women in Faith pledge from our booklet. We shared our Mission Focus which was

titled: Uganda and we recognized missionary’s birthdays. Roll call included Nancy, Betty, Verlane, Stella, Sue

and June. Sue led us in devotions from the book called: Embrace by Lysa Terkeurst. Sue read the minutes

of the last meeting and Verlane then read the Treasurer’s report. Verlane led us in our lesson: Reflect on

Scripture Together. The June meeting also gave us the opportunity to have a “bake less bake sale”

which means we all donated $5.00 to the treasury instead of having an actual Bake Sale” on that day.

Nancy is busy making our new Program Book for UWF. The book should be done by our July meeting. “Thank

you, Nancy”.



We are busy planning the “Indoor Picnic” which will be held on August 11 at the Community Center. This is

when we invite other ladies from the area to come join us for an afternoon on fellowship, food and a program.

We hope to see you there. We’ll let you in on the plans as things progress.

The July 14 th meeting will be a “Christmas in July” being we were unable to gather for our last December

meeting and party due to bad weather. We will be meeting at 12 noon that day so you are welcome to come

and enjoy the time with us. We will have a small meeting and then just enjoy the afternoon. The coffee was

served by Betty and Verlane on Sunday, June 12 th . Serving for July 17 th will be Phyllis and Stella.

On July 24 th , we are planning our UWF Sunday. Sue will be our Lay Leader and worship will involve ladies

from our UWF. Hope to see you then.

We closed our meeting with the signing of cards for the many who are in need of our thoughts and prayers. A

delicious Lemon Meringue Pie was served by Sue for lunch and coffee.

President June Terhark

United Women in Faith

A note from our organist

I would like to clarify some things about the organ. Our current organ in the church is 50+

years old. Last May 24th 0f 2021, we had the Allen organ repair man come down from the

cities to repair some bad wires. He was the closest repair to us. There are none in our area

any more. He replaced the bad wires due to mice and the age of the organ. We were charged for

his labor, parts, his travel time and mileage down and back. The bill was $726.00 dollars.

He said with the age of the organ it would only need more work done as time went on. A

few months later (end of October 2021), I turned the organ on one Sunday morning and

smoke came out of the switch. We had a local electrician look at it first and he said the

switch had burned out. Now we knew what the organ repair man charged the first time and

knew it would be costly again and just the beginning of many repairs to come according to

him because of the age of the organ. The Administrative council was made aware at a

meeting that we would be going down a costly road and possibly a dangerous road not

knowing if while using the organ or even when not using it, a fire might start. I asked if we

could purchase something else. What I have chosen is a Yamaha Clavinova. It looks like

the piano only will be dark. It is electronic and has many settings on it, so I will be able

to use an organ setting for Hymns. The cost for the (piano) will be $3,200 dollars with a

fee of $150 to deliver and remove the organ. I have been playing our current organ for 46



of those 50 years. I kind of have mixed emotions about the change. Sad to see the organ I

learned how to play on have to go and yet excited about the options of the new Clavinova

digital piano. The digital will be friendlier to those who are only pianists. I am one of very

few who can play organ. Not many learn how any more and churches are going piano or

digital piano only because of that and the cost.

I hope this clarifies why we are moving out the old and bringing in something new. Any

questions you can always call me and I will try to answer your questions or concerns.

Thank you!

Peggy Bundy

Are you interested in playing SOFTBALL on Monday Nights? Here is some
information on the church softball league from Victory Church. All are invited to come out on
Monday nights at 7 p.m. at the Balaton Softball Field. Participants will divide into teams that
night.



A Note from our chairperson

How can next weekend be the 4th of July already summer is going way too fast. I have a busy couple of weeks

coming up. We have our 51st class reunion during Fun Fest plus all the other activities going on. Then I have to

get my cleaning jobs done sometime. My garden is all coming up and of course so are the weeds. It has been

too hot to be out there, hopefully it will cool off next week. Hopefully the weather will change so we don't

have so many storms. We have been fortunate not to have any damage except for small branches.

Our new organ arrived today. The new one is in and the old one is out, it looks so nice and takes up much less

space. Peggy will do an awesome job getting to know all the features it has. Can't wait to hear her play.

We will not be having the rinky dink hot dog stand this year not sure if there will be any church softball. Things

got started a little late, not sure what will happen. It is such a busy time of year for everyone.

Thanks to Greg and Kathy for the wonderful lunch last Sunday. It was a beautiful service for little Casum.

Thanks to Paul and Greg for taking down the rail, it was much easier to get the organ out.

We still need ushers and coffee servers if you are willing to do one or both please let me know, we enjoy our

coffee after church. We usually don't have that many stay so you don't need much. It is just a time to relax and

visit.

Well I guess my brain is mush so I will end it here. It has been a busy day. Got a lot of stuff done. Would of liked

to clean my garden but it was too hot and we didn't have very much breeze in our yard.

Until next month keep the prayers coming for those who are dealing with cancer, also dealing with losing a

loved one and many other concerns.

Lois



http://centerpointml.org/emerge-conference
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Remember our Nursing Home/Care Center  Residents:
Avera Morningside Heights Care Center-Marshall - Neva MangusoRemembering  & Praying for Brandon

Swanson….. missing from his family since May 2008


